TRUE DISCIPLESHIP: MOVING FROM COMMUNITY TO COMMUNION 

Why Discipleship? Why are you obsessed with this idea/concept Jason? What’s the big deal? What’s the point? What do I have to offer? 

It’s the Jesus way of life. “Come follow me…” (Luke 18.22)

And why? 

Because we are leaders. 

Leadership is best measured by the communion it facilitates between the follower and the Father. The question is not how many people follow you, but how effectively they pass through you. Jesus says he is the way to the Father. Paul says, 'Follow me as I follow Christ.' Leadership is an usher's sweeping hand gesture, and the intention is to move a person beyond the leader. Leadership faces forward, to the Son and the Father. Real leadership is aware of who's following; but it doesn't walk backward like those guys with the orange flashlights who guide airplanes into their parking places on the tarmac, following a line or working from memory about where the destination lies. I guess it comes down to a question of whether you think God stays put, or if he's dynamic and moving. – Pete Gall, My Beautiful Idol 

Matt. 28.16-20 

And it is part of our vision here. 

What’s our vision: LOVE GOD, OTHERS, LOST, DISCIPLE. “love to disciple” and to “love the lost”. I’ll be the first to admit that I am not good at loving the lost, because my evangelism experience has been poor. But lately I’ve been re-thinking this cuz of  Leonard Sweet’s new book “Nudge: Awakening Each Other to The God Who’s Already There” says that evangelism and discipleship aren’t different; they are the same – the key to unlocking the similarity is the art of attention. 

The big deal is that we live in a world that is INATTENTIVE to the voice of God and the voice of God’s peoples. Most of us don’t talk about God unless we are in church. Let’s be honest. Intentionality, our word of the year needs to take over our conversation so we can be attentive again to what God is doing. 

2 Cor. 6.1-13

The Big Deal: 

Without it – we’re through.  Judges 2.10

Story: Student at Regent University thought Paul was one of the 12 disciples. ?!? 

Joke: What book is the book of Hezekiah after? 

This generation doesn’t know the difference between left and right, right and wrong, truth and a lie. Without discipleship, we fail. 

What’s the point?

“Discipleship is the life of the church.” – Michael Wilkins 

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Ephesians 2.8-10 – workmanship (poema) created for good works

Col. 1.28 – present everyone mature in Christ

Romans 8.28-29 – conformed image of son. 

What do I have to offer? 

Everything! John 13.1 – love

Gal. 5 – fruits of the Spirit

Ecc. 4.9-12 – twoness 

Experience, wisdom, your testimony, your story, Scripture 

How? 

Jesus’ style: Questions! Learn how to listen more than talk. We’ve all been plagued by the person (probably me) who just has tons to say. James 1.19-26 says we should listen and be slow to speak. 

Listen twice as much as you speak. Same for discipleship. 

Ask God to set someone upon your heart. – Jesus chose his discipleship – they didn’t choose him. When they do come to him…he asks questions to see if they are really serious….John 1… “what are you seeking?”

Boundaries – 

filter – Jesus said to rich man – Mark 10.17-31; “sell all you have” 

· develop a thought to see what they do…


· SSCC 

· Depth of Heart (Expectations) 

· Innermost, Inner, Outer, Outermost 

· Discipleship spiral

· Meals!

· Family style 

Patterns: 

· Old Pattern: 

· Salvation + time + will + individual application = life change

· Rethought Pattern: 

· Salvation + intentionality + training + community = life change

· (James Every White – Rethinking The Church)
Training doesn’t mean meeting: 


T – teaching – doctrine, beliefs


R – relationships 


A – attributes – looking like Jesus


I – investments – spiritual disciplines 


N – needs - selflessness, service, compassion

· (James Every White – Rethinking The Church)
Empowerment – let them go farther than you would – Jesus did it. Acts 1.8 (HS) 

· flatness of information 

· spiritual hierarchy is problematic – Jesus didn’t Lord over them, he loved them and they followed 

· body parts – different, but not less than.  

· Sharedness

Application vs. Insight 

· Application – doing

· Insight – thinking 

Core Concepts: 


Invitation – identity/identification – Molest Me “come”


Authority – submission/obedience – filter “follow”


Christ Centered – “me”


Cost – boundaries – “go, sell everything you have…” 


Lifelong commitment – Jn 13.1 

